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SUBJECT: FRG PRESS REACTION TO SENATOR HUMPHREY S 
CRITICISM OF THE SEVENTH ARMY 

BEGIN SUMMARY: SENATOR HUMPHREY'S USE OF A GAO STUDY 
TO CRITICIZE THE COMBAT READINESS OF THE SEVENTH ARMY 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BONN 12058 161530Z 

RECEIVED CONSIDERABLE COVERAGE IN THE GERMAN PRESS. 
WHILE SOME NEWSPAPERS SIMPLY QUOTED THE CRITICISMS MADE 
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BY THE SENATOR AND EXCERPTED DETAILS FROM THE STUDY, 
OTHERS REPORTED THE EXPLANATORY STATEMENT ISSUED BY 
SECRETARY OF THE ARMY HOFFMANN. IN ADDITION, "DIE 
WELT-(RIGHT CENTER) PUBLISHED A LONG INTERVIEW WITH 
GENERAL HAIG IN WHICH SACEUR DESCRIBED U.S. TROOPS 
STATIONED IN GERMANY AS FULLY COMBAT READY. END 
SUMMARY. 

1 . WHILE NEWSPAPERS SUCH AS THE "SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG" 
(INDEPENDENT, LIBERAL) AND THE "WESTDEUTSCHE ALLGEMEINE" 
(INDEPENDENT) LIMITED THEIR COVERAGE TO SENATOR 
HUMPHREY'S CRITICISMS, THE MORE SERIOUS NEWSPAPERS, 

SUCH AS "DIE WELT" AND THE "STUTTGARTER ZEITUNG" 
(INDEPENDENT, LIBERAL) ALSO COVERED SECRETARY HOFFMANN'S 
STATEMENT WHICH POINTED OUT THAT THE GAO STUDY HAD BEEN 
MADE EIGHTEEN MONTHS EARLIER. "DIE WELT" AND THE 
"RANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE" (CONSERVATIVE, INDEPENDENT) 

ALSO PUBLISHED STATEMENTS AND EDITORIALS DISAGREEING 
WITH SENATOR HUMPHREY'S CHARGES. 

2. ON JULY 10, THE DAY AFTER THE SENATOR'S CHARGES 
HAD APPEARED IN THE PRESS. "DIE WELT” PUBLISHED A LONG 
ARTICLE ABOUT THE COMBAT READINESS OF U.S. FORCES IN 
EUROPE. IT QUOTED WERNER BUCHSTALLER (SPD) AS SAYING 
THAT THE BUNDESTAG DEFENSE COMMITTEE, OF WHICH HE IS 
CHAIRMAN, HAD MET AT USAREUR 

HEADQUARTERS IN HEIDELBERG THIS YEAR AND HAD GAINED A 
COMPREHENSIVE IMPRESSION OF THE CONDITION OF U.S. 

TROOPS, WEAPONS AND EQUIPMENT. "DIE WELT" WENT ON TO 
QUOTE BUCHSTALLER FURTHER IN SAYING THAT THERE WAS" NO 
DOUBT ABOUT THE QUALITY AND QUANTITY OF U.S. TROOPS" 
STATIONED IN EUROPE. THE "DIE WELT" ARTICLE WENT ON TO 
PROVIDE TWO COLUMNS DESCRIBING U.S. ARMED FORCES 
IN EUROPE. 

3. ADALBERT WEINSTEIN, ONE OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC'S 
BEST-KNOWN MILITARY CORRESPONDENTS, DISCUSSED SENATOR 
HUMPHREY'S CRITICISMS IN THE "FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE 
ZEITUNG" ON JULY 12. AFTER ADMITTING THAT SHORTCOMINGS 
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MAY EXIST, WEINSTEIN WENT ON TO STATE "WE MAY BE SURE 
THAT WHEREVER A FAILURE OCCURS, SHORTCOMINGS ARE QUICKLY 
ELIMINATED." NOTING THAT NATO HAS A SYSTEM WHERE UNITS 
COMPETE WITH EACH OTHER FOR EXCELLENCE OF PERFORMANCE, 
WEINSTEIN ADDED THAT THE CONCRETE RESULTS OF THIS 
COMPETITION WERE MOST POSITIVE IN IMPROVING OVERALL 
PERFORMANCE. AT THE SAME TIME, WEINSTEIN NOTED THAT 
CERTAIN DEFICIENCIES WERE BEYOND THE CONTROL OF THE 
INDIVIDUAL MILITARY UNIT. DEFICIENCIES RESULTING FROM 
PERSONNEL POLICIES, SHORTAGES OF EQUIPMENT. AMMUNITION 
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AND WEAPONS WERE PENTAGON RESPONSIBILITIES ' BUT 
WASHINGTON IS FAR AWAY." 

CASH 
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